
OPEN MEETING 
 

 
                                                                                                   

REGULAR MEETING 
 UNITED LAGUNA WOODS MUTUAL LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 

BOARD ROOM/VIRTUAL 
Laguna Woods Village  

24351 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 
 

Laguna Woods Village owners/residents are welcome to participate in all open 
committee meetings and submit comments or questions for virtual meetings using 
one of three options: 
 
1.   Join the meeting in-person in the Community Center Board Room. 
 
2. Join the Zoom meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93131082872. Please raise your 

“Virtual Hand” during the agenda item you wish to speak to.  If you have a 
comment regarding a topic that is not on the agenda, please raise your “Virtual 
Hand” during the “Member Comments” agenda item.  

 
3. Via email to meeting@vmsinc.org any time before the meeting is scheduled 

and before the “Member Comments” agenda item during the meeting. Please 
use the name United Mutual Landscape Committee in the subject line of the 
email. Name and unit number must be included. 

 
FYI:  All landscaping rules and regulations may be found in the United Landscape 
Manual on the Village website:  
https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-Maintenance-
Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for September 9, 2021 
5. Chair Remarks 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/93131082872
file://grf-fs2/FS$/Committee%20AGENDAS/20%20Agendas/United/meeting@vmsinc.org
https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-Maintenance-Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227
https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-Maintenance-Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227


6. Department Head Update 
a. Project Log  
b. Off-Schedule Tree Work 
c. Herbicide Information 

 
7. Member Comments (Items not on the agenda) 
8. Response to Member Comments 

Unfinished Business: 

9. Tree Removal Request: 3-D Via Castilla – One Canary Island Pine Tree 

10. Tree Removal Request:  432-B Avenida Sevilla – One Crape Myrtle Tree 

Items for Discussion and Consideration 

11. Tree Removal Request:  532-F Via Estrada – One Crape Myrtle Tree  

12. Tree Removal Request:  702-A Avenida Sevilla – One Carob Tree 

Concluding Business: 

13. Committee Member Comments 
14. Date of Next Meeting – TBD since regular meeting date falls on a holiday 
15. Adjournment 

 
 

Manuel Armendariz, Chair 
Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 

Eve Morton, Landscape Coordinator 
Telephone: 949-268-2565 
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Date Manor Description Tree Type Labor Hours Reason Decision Level
8/11/2021 430 Clearance Brazillian pepper 3.5 Crown raise Staff
8/11/2021 169 Clearance Carrotwood 3 End weight Staff
8/11/2021 829 Clearance Loquate 2.5 Touching roof Staff
8/11/2021 2041 Clearance Fern Pine 3 Touching roof Staff
8/16/2021 3484 Removal Peach tree (2) 3 Resident request non-standard Staff
8/16/2021 347 Clearance King Palm (2) 3 Touching roof Staff
8/16/2021 611 Ivy removal Eucalyptus 2.5 Remove ivy and dead branches from trunk Staff
8/16/2021 670 Hanger Liquid Amber 2 Hanger in the Canopy Staff
8/16/2021 2145 Clearance Elm 3 Touching roof Staff
8/16/2021 667 Trim Liquid Amber 4 End weight and decayed branch removal Staff
8/17/2021 172 Removal Chitalpa 3.5 Uprooted due to weak root attachment Staff
8/17/2021 960 Removal Loquate 3 Dead due to pest Staff
8/18/2021 5 Removal Ca Pepper 4 Dead due to pest Staff
8/18/2021 2021 Hanger Ca Pepper 2 Hanger in the Canopy Staff
8/18/2021 374 Trim Liquid Amber 4 End weight and decayed branch removal Staff
8/18/2021 584 Clearance Elm 3.5 Touching roof Staff
8/18/2021 583 Clearance Elm 3 Touching roof Staff
8/18/2021 925 Clearance Carob 2.5 Touching roof Staff
8/19/2021 615 Trim Eucalyptus 5 End weight Staff
8/18/2021 502 Clearance Crape Myrtle 2 End weight Staff
8/23/2021 44-L Removal Spartan Juniper (9) 8 In decline due to pest, red spider mite, relanscape scheduled Staff
8/23/2021 2068 Clearance New Zealand Christmas 4 End weight Staff
8/23/2021 564 Removal Purple leaf plum 2.5 In decline due to pest Staff
8/27/2021 533 Clearance Magnolia little gem 2 Hanging over the sidewalk Staff
8/30/2021 386 Hanger Manolia grandaflora 2 Hanger in the Canopy Staff
8/31/2021 602 Hanger Lemon scented gum 2 Hanger in the Canopy Staff
9/2/2021 402 Removal Fig 2 Fruit tree resident request Staff
9/3/2021 131 Clearance Carrotwood 2 Touching roof Staff
9/3/2021 954 Clearance Podocarpus 3 Touching roof Staff
9/3/2021 2037 Trim White Birch 2 Deadwood removal Staff
9/7/2021 934 Trim Liquid Amber 3 Deadwood removal Staff
9/8/2021 96 Clearance Silk Oak 2 Touching roof Staff
9/8/2021 619 Hanger Liquid Amber 2.5 Hanger in the Canopy Staff
9/8/2021 95 Hanger Valley Oak 2.5 Hanger in the Canopy Staff

9/13/2021 712 Clearance Crape Myrtle 2 Touching roof Staff
9/13/2021 916 Clearance Fern Pine 2 Touching roof Staff
9/13/2021 514 Clearance Carrotwood 2 Touching roof Staff
9/13/2021 229 Trim King Palm 1 Remove stems Staff
9/13/2021 422 Clearance African Sumac 2 Touching roof Staff
9/13/2021 724 Removal Red Bud (3) 3 Pest Staff
9/16/2021 2078 Trim Brisbane box 2 End Weight Staff
9/22/2021 375 Hanger Queen Palm 1 Remove hanger Staff
9/22/2021 396 Trim Magnolia 2 Deadwood removal Staff
9/22/2021 2212 Trim Magnolia 1.5 Deadwood removal Staff
9/22/2021 263 Trim Magnolia 1.5 Deadwood removal Staff
9/22/2021 269 Trim Red Bud 1.5 Crown raise Staff
9/22/2021 812 Clearance Canary Island Pine 2 Clearance away from patio Staff
9/22/2021 739 Clearance Liquid Amber 2 Clearance away from patio Staff

United Mutual Off Schedule Tree Work
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•
Predom

inant grass throughout com
m

unity
•

Know
n to cause severe reactions due to grow

th pattern—
a m

at 
covering ground surface, w

ith very thick leaves and tiny hairs

2

Kikuyu Grass and Allergies
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•
Just like hum

ans, w
hen certain substances contact dogs’ skin, they 

cause allergic reactions, referred to as “contact derm
atitis”

•
Kikuyu is am

ong m
ost com

m
on causes of contact derm

atitis, along 
w

ith buffalo and couch grass
•

O
ther causes of contact derm

atitis include topical antibiotics, 
vehicles used for topical preparations, sham

poos, flea products, 
carpet deodorizers, m

etals and m
uch m

ore

3

Kikuyu Grass and Allergies
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Com
m

on Kikuyu Allergy Sym
ptom

s
•

Excessive licking
•

Greasy skin
•

Hives
•

M
oist, crusty or red skin

•
Red and w

atery eyes
•

Runny nose
•

Scratching
•

Sneezing
•

Snoring because of an inflam
ed throat

•
Yeasty odor

4
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Com
m

only Affected Areas in Dogs
•

Ears
•

Feet
•

U
nderbelly

•
M

uzzle
•

Arm
pits

•
Groin

•
Base of the tail

•
Around the eyes

•
Betw

een paw
 digits

5
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W
hite paper published in the N

ational Library of M
edicine, authors 

concluded that glufosinate am
m

onium
 (GLA), the active ingredient in 

Finale, causes no toxicity in dogs. 
“Testing for teratogenicity in rats and rabbits indicated no teratogenic 
potential, and num

erous m
utagenicity tests, show

ed GLA to be non-
genotoxic. Chronic toxicity testing in rats and dogs yielded no-
observable-effect levels of 2 and 5 m

g/kg body w
eight/day, respectively. 

O
ncogenicity studies in rats and m

ice revealed no carcinogenic 
potential. O

n the basis of these toxicity data, it is concluded that this 
herbicide is safe under conditions of recom

m
ended use.”

6

Finale N
ontoxic Herbicide
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STAFF REPORT 
_________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: October 14, 2021 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request:  3-D Via Castilla (Stein) - One Canary Island 
Pine tree 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request to remove one Canary Island Pine tree. 

BACKGROUND 

The Landscape Committee approved the removal of this tree at their July 8 meeting and 
the request was subsequently approved by the United Board.   

After the Board action, when crews marked the tree for removal, the resident from Manor 
Q requested the crews stop the removal, stating that she was never notified. Subsequent 
to that day, the resident of Unit Q has submitted a letter stating she is against the removal 
of the tree (Attachment 1).  The Landscape Committee Chair instructed staff to contact 
the requesting resident at 3-D to solicit three additional signatures from the residents 
closest to the tree to be removed. There are now four additional signatures on the 
Landscape Request Form (Attachment 2). 

The requesting resident became a Member in March 2016, and is requesting the removal 
of one Canary Island Pine tree, Pinus, canariensis. The reasons cited by the resident for 
the removal are litter/debris, overgrown, and a perceived hazardous situation of a 
potential slip and fall when pine needles become wet. There were originally six signatures 
on the Mutual Request Form in favor of the removal (Attachment 2). 

The tree was last pruned in October 2018.  Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for 
fiscal year 2023. 

The height of the tree is approximately 50 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 22 
inches.  The tree is approximately one foot from the walk way, approximately eight feet 
from the patio, and is growing in the turf area (Attachment 3). 

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in fair condition with no trunk damage 
and no visible pests or previous pest damage.  There are a number of surface roots with 
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some previous grinding of the sidewalk to eliminate an off-set lip.  There is approximately 
eight feet of overhang onto the manor’s roof and gutters.   

Staff is preparing a report on the Canary Island Pines in United Mutual citing locations of 
trees that are recommended for removal based on potential moisture intrusion from Pine 
needles, overcrowding, and infrastructure damage.  This tree would be on the report as 
a recommendation for removal due to the proximity to the manor’s roof.  

It would be impossible to trim enough branches away from the building to eliminate the 
dropping of Pine needles onto the roof and gutters.  The accumulation of Pine needles 
does have the potential for future damage due to clogged gutters and improper run off of 
rain water on the roof due to the accumulation of the Pine needles. Also, there are 14 
Canary Island Pines around this building which are causing an overcrowded situation. 

With the elimination of this Canary Island Pine, the nearby Silk tree would develop a 
better-balanced canopy in the future. Currently the Silk tree has to be trimmed for 
clearance and separation from the Canary Island Pine. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $931.  The cost to trim the tree is estimated 
at $100 and the estimated value of the tree is $4,890 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By:      Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By:            Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Letter from Neighbor at 3-Q 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 3:  Photographs 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2
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ATTACHMENT 3
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STAFF REPORT 
_________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: October 14, 2021 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request:  432-B Avenida Sevilla – One Crape Myrtle 
Tree 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION 

Deny the request to remove one Crape Myrtle tree. 

BACKGROUND 

The Landscape Committee tabled this request at their September 9 meeting and 
instructed staff to contact the resident with the cost of the tree removal and replacement 
cost as a chargeable service.  The resident was contacted and has agreed to pay the 
cost of $760 for the tree removal and the cost of a replacement tree at a cost of $195.   

The requesting resident became a Member in December 2020, and is requesting the 
removal of one Crape Myrtle tree, Lagerstromia, indica (located along the front of the 
manor growing in the shrub bed). The reasons cited by the resident for the removal are 
litter/debris, overgrown, and roots are beginning to spread. There are no additional 
signatures on the Mutual Request Form (Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned in November 2018.  Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for 
fiscal year 2023. This tree species is on a five-year trimming cycle. 

The height of the tree is approximately 18 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 
eight inches. The tree is approximately two feet from the walkway and six feet from the 
resident’s manor (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in good condition with no signs of pests 
or previous pest damage. The tree has a balanced canopy with no dead wood or decay.  

There are some visible surface roots, however, no current or past damage to the sidewalk 
or the nearby mortarless block wall.  There was no apparent spreading of roots anywhere 
in the shrub bed (as stated by the resident), only the roots closest to the tree’s trunk. 

In regards to litter/debris, as stated in Resolution 1-13-17 dated February 12, 2013, 
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Unless there is a purposeful reason, trees should not be removed merely because they 
are messy, or because of residents’ personal preferences concerning shape, color, size 
or fragrance.  

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $760.  The cost to trim the tree is estimated 
at $100 and the estimated value of the tree is $1,700 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By:      Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By:            Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:  Photographs 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2
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STAFF REPORT 
_________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: October 14, 2021 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request:  532-F Via Estrada – One Crape Myrtle Tree 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION 

Deny the request to remove one Crape Myrtle tree. 

BACKGROUND 

The requesting member became a Member in June 2006, and is requesting the removal 
of one Crape Myrtle tree, Lagerstromia, indica (located in the front shrub bed of the 
manor). The reasons cited are litter/debris and the perceived potential of a hazard. There 
are no additional signatures on the Mutual Request Form in favor of the removal 
(Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned in October 2018.  Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for 
fiscal year 2023. This tree species is on a five-year trimming cycle. 

The height of the tree is approximately 20 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately ten 
inches. The tree is approximately six feet from the patio and walkways (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in good condition, with a slight 
unbalanced canopy which will be corrected during the next trim cycle. No pests were 
present and there were no signs of prior pest damage.  There were no signs of surface 
rooting, damage to walkways, and no off-set lips that could contribute to a tripping hazard. 

In regards to litter/debris, as stated in Resolution 01-13-17 dated February 12, 2013, 

Unless there is a purposeful reason, trees should not be removed merely because they 
are messy, or because of residents’ personal preferences concerning shape, color, size 
or fragrance.  

For these reasons, staff is recommending denying this request. 
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $490.  The cost to trim the tree is estimated 
at $100 and the estimated value of the tree is $1,380 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By:      Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By:            Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:  Photographs 
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STAFF REPORT 
_________________________________________________________________ 

DATE: October 14, 2021 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request:  702-A Avenida Sevilla – One Carob Tree 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request to remove one Carob tree. 

BACKGROUND 

The requesting member became a Member in June 2016, and is requesting the removal 
of one Carob tree, Ceratonia, siligua (located in the front of the manor).  

The reasons cited by the resident for the removal are litter/debris, overgrown, and poor 
condition. There are six additional signatures on the Mutual Request Form in favor of the 
removal (Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned in November 2018.  Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for 
fiscal year 2023. This tree species is on a five-year trimming cycle. The height of the tree 
is approximately 40 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 30 inches. The tree is 
approximately three feet from the walkway and 14 feet from the manor’s patio 
(Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in poor condition with many large 
pockets of decay and several past limb losses due to the decay.  There are a number of 
surface roots and a recent sidewalk replacement.  

When staff was onsite, a test was performed with a density hammer to determine the 
hollowness in the trunk of the tree.  It was determined that approximately 30 percent of 
the tree trunk is hollow. This is a typical condition with older established Carob trees. 
Therefore, staff is recommending removal of this tree.      

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $1,770.  The cost to trim the tree is estimated 
at $100 and the estimated value of the tree is $9,830 based on the tree inventory data. 
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Prepared By:      Bob Merget, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By:            Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:  Photographs 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2
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