
 

 
 

OPEN MEETING 
 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

GOLDEN RAIN FOUNDATION LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 – 1:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL MEETING 

Laguna Woods Village Community Center 
24351 El Toro Road 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for February 12, 2020 
5. Chair’s Remarks 
6. Department Head Update 
 
Consent: 
None 

Reports:  
None 
 
Items for Discussion and Consideration: 
7. Request for Tree Removal – 3024-A (Bissiri) and 3024-B (Hollie) --Three California 

Pepper Trees located between the rear of building 3024 and the Tennis Courts at 
Clubhouse 7 

8. Discuss Upgrading of Landscaping at the Gates 
9. Update on the Creek 
10. Update on Manure Disposal at Equestrian Center  
 
Items for Future Agendas: 
 
Concluding Business: 
11. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda) 
The Community Center is closed and this will be a virtual meeting which 
Members may view on the Village website under Residents>Governance>Board 
Meeting Videos. Member comments will be read during the meeting and the 
committee will respond.  Members can request to speak via email to 
meeting@vmsinc.org any time before the meeting is scheduled to begin or during 
the meeting. Please use the name of the committee meeting in the subject line of 
the email or call 949-268-2020 beginning one half hour before the meeting begins  
 



 

 
 
and throughout the remainder of the meeting. You must provide your name and 
unit number.   
 
 
12. Response to Member Comments 
13. Committee Member Comments 
14. Date of Next Meeting – TBD 
15. Adjournment   
 

 
 

Yvonne Horton,  Chair 
Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 

Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator, 949.268.2565 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 12, 2020 

FOR:  Board of Directors 

SUBJECT: Request for Tree Removal – 3024-A (Bissiri) and 3024-B (Hollie) -Three 
California Pepper Trees 

   

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve, at the residents’ expense, the removal of three California Pepper trees located 
between the rear of Building 3024 and the tennis courts at Clubhouse 7. 

BACKGROUND 

Ms. Bissiri purchased her manor in April 1999 and Ms. Hollie purchased her manor in October 
1999.  They are requesting the removal of three California Pepper tree, Schinus, molle.  The 
reason cited for the removals is view obstruction.  The residents are willing to pay for the three 
removals.  There are no additional signatures on the Mutual request Form (Attachment 2). 
 
The trees were last trimmed in December 2018.  Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for 
fiscal year 2021.  The height of the trees averages approximately ten feet with an average 
trunk diameter of twelve inches.  The trees are growing on the slope approximately 25-30 feet 
from the manor and 20-25 feet from the tennis court.     

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, two of the three trees were in fair condition and one of them was in 
decline.  All three trees have been topped in the past which does cause weak attachments of 
new growth.  There were no visible pests or trunk damage and minimal decay.  The resident(s) 
over the years have paid five times to have the trees trimmed at an average cost of $350 for all 
three trees.  Due to the location of two of these trees, there is a litter issue with the berries and 
sheading of leaves which requires cleaning of the tennis court’s service.   

Staff is recommending the removal of the one tree in decline, whether or not the Board elects 
to allow the residents to pay for the removal of all three trees.    

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove all three trees is estimated at $1,764 ($588 per tree). The cost to trim all 
three trees is estimated at $300 and the estimated combined value of the trees is $5,000.   
 
 
Prepared By: Bob Merget, Senior Landscape Supervisor 
 
Reviewed By: Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator 
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Golden Rain Foundation 
Request to Remove Three Pepper Trees at Owners’ Expense 
August 12, 2020  
Page 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S)   
 

ATTACHMENT 1:   Photos 

ATTACHMENT 2:   Landscape Request Form 
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Golden Rain Foundation 
Request to Remove Three Pepper Trees at Owners’ Expense 
August 12, 2020  
Page 3 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
 
 

  

Agenda Item #7    Page 3 of 8



Golden Rain Foundation 
Request to Remove Three Pepper Trees at Owners’ Expense 
August 12, 2020  
Page 4 
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Golden Rain Foundation 
Request to Remove Three Pepper Trees at Owners’ Expense 
August 12, 2020  
Page 5 
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